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A MESSAGE FROM CUR NEW PRESIDENT

Dear fellow folk dancers:

The FOLK DANCE FEDFRATION of CALIFORNTIA is now celebrating its
secend birthday. Looking hack on these two years we note an amazing
growth in size and in the variety of activities which the Federation
has Initiated, There are thirty-one clubs encompassing over 150G
individuals in the Federation now. And every single dancer 1s an
important part of the Federation., Your new officers will strive
to continue this growth. We want to plan many exciting activities,
But (shem)...to do this we need your help. What can you do? We want
you to be vitally interested in %ederauion affairs, Let's have your
ideas on how to improve the Festlvals, the Dance Patterns and the
Federation FOLK DANCER! Let the Council have your pet! gripes before
the graopevine goes to work on 'em! The Council will carefully consi-
der any suggestions rendered.

Looking forward to an active year of fun, study, and work toge-~
ther.

Yours for more Folk Dancing,

CLARICE DECHENT, President

QUR NEXT FESTIVAL

The next Festivol will be held on Sundsy, July Sth, from 1:00
TC 6:00 P, M., in Golden Gate Park at the Children’'s Ployground
{near Kezar Stadium-—same place as last year, 1f you remembsr). 7
or 17 street cars are the closest, Get off at Pirst Avenuec. Chang's
International Folk Dancers are to be the hests. Be sure to come in
your richest, rarest, and raciest costume.

HIGHIIGHTS OF THE NATTONAL FESTIVAT

Remember May 10th to 13th? Well those were big days in Philadel-

phia, Madelynne Greene, our special representative, has a lot to tell
us

The Féstival was really fine and a great experience, so ilnspiring,
Some of it was of a much lower standard than the rest. Bult we must
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remember that a lot of netional groups were pretty hard hit and will
be for the duration.

In the first place T was given a peass because I agread to help:
beck~stage. This 1ittle cduty wes grezt fun and gave me many contacts
with the leadsers cof groups. When T told them T was from Cslifornia,
1t made them talk quite freely asbout thelr dances, costumes, and
music,

BEach Aftermoon and Evening Program was opened by the Town Crier
welking through the sudience and up on the stoge calling "Hear ye,

hear vel" ringing his great bell for silence. N
Then he would announce the program that was . e
to begin, His costume was most interesting //>f4,'“ﬁ§\h'3ﬁyfw
with its big white collar, tall hat, knee TREN S T
breeches, and buckled shoes, ¢ e KW:)Vifﬁ<\\
TN | VN
KIOWA INDIAN DANCES AND MUSIC (Oklohoma):- 7 .. /itwff AV
This group was one of the best, Gorgeous e K:;J&~ ‘}L&‘;
feathcr work and magnificent beads. These - ST}
Indiens learmned their dances from their fami- {i\ SN
lies. The dancos were done with the utmost e ]
artistry, | ANy NI
B

SEAMAN'S HORNPIPE: This group of Briti h sailors were very“colorm
ful as they sang their salty ditties groupnsed around tarrels and rspse
coils. Their Seaman's Hornpipe turned out to be one I learned as a
child.

IRISH FOLK DANCES: This was a very well-trained group., Their stevs
were tast ond well cut in style, However thelr costumes wore a little
on the stagey side.

LITHUANTAN FOLK DANCES: These children were very good. They were
trained to within an inch of their lives by an excitaeble Lithuanien
teader, Their Xalevelis wes danced with just a slight vertastion from
ours, The Rod Dance was most fescinoting.

POLIZH DANCERS: One of the highlights of the Festival. Surely
the most popular dencers on every program in which they appsered.
L group of boys and girls full of pep and energy. Good doncers
(the boys especially) end their costumes most colorful and convincirg
in authentic cut end style, The Kujawlak was a cherming dance which
originated in Kujawy, Poland. I intend to introduce it to California,.
The Krakowiak they do back here 1s the same as ours except with
variations.

i g THE ARMENIAN DANCES: Very besutifully costumed.
S, TR TR The dances looked the same as those done at the

A N \n--r\Vonus Club in 3, F. They did some of the Hooshik
M\'T“’,?x \P Mooshik in their dances.

41

bl ,\3» L ‘

ol v ¢ﬁ, THE JEWTSH DANCES: A fine group of young girls
ff‘J PN donved  1d seng old ritusl dances., The leader of
T ;f,hV; this group wrote 2 book on these dances which I
\kuﬁﬁéﬁf‘ff!/‘ heve at home, I recognized the girls from the
‘\E“”ﬁ'\’/ek' photographs in the book. This group really con-
@fT“/f'“&$w%T veyed the spirit of these dances,

(Turn to the next page)
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WESTLRN DANCES: Never have I seen such beautiful square dancing.
(Editor e note: These will be described in detell next month when
the Folk Dancer will be devoted to American dences exclusively).

FRENCH DAWCES: This group of Chicago Y.M.C.A., dencers put lots of
spirit into their interpretctions of the simple but cherming French
Doneeas,

UKRANIAN DENCES: This group was definitely at a disadvantage from
1ts shortage of men, Rather well done but not os exciting as another
group later in the Festival,

SCANDINAVIAN GROUP: T wes unfortumately unsble to see thesz chil-
dren dance. But T svoke to their director who was veryv charming end
gracious. The costumes of the group were colorful and carefully
copied from originals.

““AH BULGARIAN FOLK SONGS: These songs were besuti-
i” . fully played by Kehaloff on native instruments.
o~ ;\ % i It was hard to understand his accent, but the
'u\{ / E@? \’k\ songs weres lovely,
R 'l 5 1_"""
N - ﬁ;ﬁﬁxﬁﬂ ITALTAN 'VEDDING PESTL: I was glad to see our
,ﬁ{ff’.ﬁvjﬁg Tarantella doneg by a native group. The arrange-
425f€./;; @; ment was differont but all the steps were there.
D "7.\"“ 1’/. ’ < -
,/f?:f-K{rﬁﬁ. PORTUGUESE FOLK DANCES: 1 wes disavpointed not
A e to see the Fago.

RUSSIAN FOLK DANCES: There were several Russian
groups on the program, some better than others. £11 told however
their dences loomed out over all others on the programs. There was
one outstanding one from New York, essily the best group at the
Festivel. Their work had 211 the vigor and strength of the peescut
dances, but with style. Theilr steps were crranged well end gave
climax to the dances.

S@e vou soon,

MADELYNNE GRUTNE

The Federation FOLK DLNCER is looking for & new name. Its present
neme 1s almost identical to the FOLK DANCER published by the Michasl
Heerman grouw of New York City., Therefore the Council voted ot the
May mecting to considsr suggestions for o change, Give your sufgese

tion to your club representative or write it to the Secrelary for
Conbldbfﬂtioh at the next Council meeting.

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF THE NEW OFFICHRS

Clarice Dechent, President: 2739 (Gesry Blvd., S.F.(18), WhEst 7584,
Ken Wade, Vice-President: 1295 42nd Avenus, S.F,(22). Montrose 8799
Ruby Biel, Secretary: 1007 Hillmont, Osklend (3)., TRindidad 2381.
Beatrice Jenkins, Trecsurer: 575 Pierce St., S.F.(17). UNdsrhill 6408
Lucile Czernowski, Research Committee Chalrmen: 2200 College Avenue,
Berkeley (4). BErkeley 7062,
Fedoration FOLK DLNCER steff:
Bret van Kriedt, Chief Editor, 2152 Broderick St., 8F(15)
Bee Cook, Circulation Manasger of - Publications 2486
Shattuck Lvenue(No, 59), Berkele: (4),
Brrkeley 47a0W, Lcrm*brovm%-ﬁsWMﬁftegﬁﬂb{*ﬁ
Marcorette Horveth and Fleshnor Bates, Associste Wditors.
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NEWS BITS FROM HERE, THERE, AND EVERYWHERE ...

[P

Bvery Wednegday night at 0ak Knoll hospital Lee S« Owens
of the Palomanian group conducts a recl old fashioned square dance
for enlisted mon and women. Lee nceds help, ond hie needs mostly
galsi Any groun who can send exhibition dincers, couples, or just
gals on some Wodnesday should get in touch with Lec at 331 Poc
Street, Pnlo Alto.

If groups of gnls want to come on their own, they should

all the recrcational dircetor of the hospital for permission to
pass through the gatcs. Exhibition groups mey arrange with
A.W,V,5, for trensportation,
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S. F. State is offering a six woeks courzc in "Dances
of the Wostern Hemesphere', starting Tucsday, June 27. The lossons
will be every Tuesday and Thuraday nlghts from 7:00 to 2:G0 P.M., -~
in the gymnesiwm of the College. (Entrance through gete on Bucha-
ncn Street near Haight.) Sounds good -- sco you thoron '

A b %
" cpoae Y mpas "

Live ncar Rodeo, California? Buzz Gloss, 1924-102nd
Avenuc, Ouklaond, cnnounccs that thoy are looking for a good folk
ond scunrce lcader in that community.  Write him for furthoer details.

T o reea !
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Brond new memboer of the Foderotion is a group known s
the Square Steppers. Tousht by Doug and Ecks Nesbitt, the group
ig llmlbhd to twenty-five couolhu. If, however, you'd likoc to
look on some night, you'll find thom oL Lourcl Mothodist Church
in Oakland.

3 LRI 3¢ LR W
The Do-3i-Do Club is cgein mecting Both Mondeys and
Wodnecsdays. A sharp-shootin good time For all on oither night.
The Goteowsingers arc offering o new bhoglnners coursac,
Comc on Thursday nightsa
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Retiring President Ed, Kremers is ztotloned in Donver
for what lookes like "the duraticn’, Flot much folk dancing in
thesc parts™, says he, so-o-o  as noext best thing - boe'd like to
hear from his qulfofﬂlu felk daonce pals, Writc hims: Lt. E. L,
Kremers, 218 Donham Building, Denver 2, Colorado.

.::‘ a @6 a9 .)‘L LI BN ‘:"n
At our last fesztival in Pslo Alto, Judy Olsen, director
of the Scandinavian Group, lost a very valuvable carring. Judy
says 1t is crescent-sheped yellow gold, sct with a diamond, a
large poC rl, and six small peerls. A roward of twenty=five dollars
($25.00) 1is offcred to the finder, so if you're down that way, btake

a leook arcund, You can get in touch with the anxious ownor at

1805 Pinc Strecet - San Francisco
Telephonc: Prospect 4035
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SWELISH LI1D3SUACH FESIIVAL # JUns 11

In Nortrernmest Sweden, ithat sart of the country vwhich lies bslow the actual
rezion ol the HIDNIGAT oUl,, vhare the oun does not zo down Por several suumer

esks, & »ublic holiday 1s declared marking the climex of wthe actual peason of
light. MIDSUMMER-~~- next to Christmas, is the grestest festival time of all the
yea*"‘ Th~ pazen day FSUTIVAL of actuazl =worship 2f the sun sod has been modified
to 2 mere banpinesz in ths return of summer and naturs in all her :lory and beauty.

\

Ferhans ths most festive celebration is held in the conlarful and historic
srovinee of  "DALZCARLIA". One did not have to try very hard to let their fancy
“ake flizht snd imagine, Sundey last, when the Stanford Folk Dancers so beautiful-
ly and graciously feted the Federation Dancersz , that, instead of being on the
Campus of an American Unlversity - we were actuslly in that lovely repion known

as the 'HEAAT OF SWEDEN', wearing our own native costumes. Only the iack of the
fiddlers playing congs end dances which hav~ heen kept alive 1n the wmewory of many
genarations of musicizns |, subsiituted in our modern fashion with lmanufactursd’
music, betrayed to the swnectaters, {that thic was not Sweden. The dancers then:
seen truly to have lst themselves embark on this Tlizht into fancy.

Mideummer eve also has sreat histarleal sispificance. On
that dey, in 1525, young Kinw Gusted Vasa, vho libercted his
country from the yolte of Loraisn invaders, was crowned King
his symoollsﬁ of liberation and

of the Zwedish nation. T
freedom still lives in the heartis of the people -  Jjust see
them ss they trlp“"' Ol Low thoy 0V to dancel!ll!

Wy

IR

I'n Bweden thers ore great prensrotions; every place 1o de- T s
cornted with {low=rs rnd roeunery. Rewly cut .irch trees [rame
avary deorway. At the bessutiful Frast keporial Stadive, we did
not nsed cut birch trees, for Mother Naturs had carefully and
heautifully dscorated this lovely ampitheater, eomnlete vith trees
end frogrent flower bowers. The sky above weo framed ss onz rlance
up wit‘n the trze's, and one T=lt the spirit, that biessaes every u!vd“
ish home. ‘ T

Yea, we sven had a HAJ 5°iH3 (or Msypole— il you must - bhut meaning green
leavaes - snd not May~) And as the Swedlzh Misszes, those Sienford «irls =must heve

rison sarly in the moraing to zo out gatherins zarlends for the Pole. Yes!! it hed
the grzensry, the Tlowers, the Plags, the little delis, the strings of zilded
hearts, and the festosns of colored n re.  And our loveliest and wmost popular
oirl, our charming new preosident OJA?IC“' wap crowned queen or, if you will,
Kidsummer 3ride- and carried zayly to the NAJ'&iAWE, by BUZ?Z SLASS, and wALT
ROTEE, whers she was coyly kissed, and seatsd undsr the canapy of birch boughs.

- We wondered ss we dro ~r day, who swols away with the
"avost", 2 bouvquet fdilfer 5, zolng nlone, not saying a word
tn anyone. ihen st ]nst at Ader her pillow, to sea her future
lover, in her droasmel!illl)]
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"'BrT YoU DIDW'T ¥nos!
DEPARTLANT

And neither did we!! INor did the Swede who withessed this batorisl manifesta-
tion and brought the tale back to us, that many peesants of Dalekarlia, Sweden-
(Home of the Dal Dance), wear their "folk dance" peasant costumes| every day of the
weelk, every week of the month, every month of the year:!! Come Sunday, they mersly
brush them off, put »n a new apron, (the men wear heavy leather ones), comb their
hair, and off tn ohurch they gmo. This is a strange custom

even or Sweden where costumes are usually only worn for ,&ﬁé o

festivals. It must have amazed our Triend, as it does us, N ﬂ?

on the telling, to see work-a-day peasants sowing fertilizer ,iﬁ;“

and seeds in such gay-colored costumes — just such costumes AN

as were so much in evidence at our recent Midsummer Swedish ¢+ 20 2,

feastival. _'T;J-\§
The French Revolutienary Jscobin influence in Denmark, W

strongly sympathetic to the Republican cause et that time,
is responsible for the presence of long 'Jacobin' trousers -
N D

Jot
instead of knee breeches for peasant costumes in certain J“fﬁm‘
parts of Denmark? -;\

1 L b .
MOZART, BEETHOVEN, SCHUBERT, and WEBER, each in his turn, contFibuted much
in developing the ' WALTZ '.
- A quotation from " MOZART ", by Marcia Davenport (pp 186 - 187 ) offers an
interesting theory to the orizin of the ‘'WALTZ'.

"Wienna already walizing in 17837 It wad indeed! The welic
wes the ultimate development 2f the MINUET and first danced
to music in minuet time. Wolfeang ( Mozdrt, the composer)
wrote dance wmusic in minuet tLimes; minuets and DEUTSCHE
TANZE, whose 3/4 time finally became the |famous ' WIEKER
- WALZER'. .............. %hen the waltz flirst appeared, in
! a2 pradual transiilon from the fizurees of the formal minuet
Tes PN it was far Prom the "dissusting' ‘smectacle of which our
‘ ) e QQF commentators of the early nineteenth century in England
TR YRS write.  As Kelly says, the postures off the women were charm-
ol v vingly praceful, and the men comported thonselves both gaily
ﬂ end gallantly. There was no encircling of arms such as ap-
jpeared aiter the french fevelution; the dance started as a
minuet, and halfway throuzh, whsn the partners came Face to
=, face in a curteey and bow, they = ould pht the tips of their
 finzers very lightly on sach other's walgts, and contlinue
. dthe stately tread of the minuet co uniteéo Gradually the
dance becams more waltz and less minuet. This early waltz
was the rage about 1302 at the Tivoli Zardens in Paris where the spectators thought
it mozt exduisite; by 1813, its poscs had reached such excass inTEngland as to call
Forth From Byren -—— of all Puritans! - his {amous invective. !
voILAYID oL . THE WALTZ WAS.BORN.............i‘.......*...ll!11!

The KRAKOWIAK click-heels step originated as an Emitation of
the ¢licking of horses' hoofs.

Tra®T 1Trs STILL NOT TOC LyTE TC SUBSCLRIBD T5 THE GONTHY FOLE LANCERLLL
'nd dence descrintions - See vour club remresentative or send your

DULLeE {for the next sin months ), with your neme, address ¢nd jgons munber

Lo BFATRICE COOX - Circulestlion dlansger - Shattuck Avenue, Derkeley, 4, Oolif.
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