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FOLK DANCE FEDERATION OF CALIFORNIA RESEARCH COMMITTEE: JANUARY 1966 
Vi rginia Wilder, Ruth Ru l ing, and Dorothy Tamburini 

THE FANDA NGO 
(England) 

The Fandango is an English country dance popular in 1774. It was introduced at the 1965 Folk Dance 
Camp, University of the Pacific, Stockton, Cal ifornia, by fnbs Matthews, Director of Dance for the 
Engl ish Folk Dance and Song Society, London, England. 

MUSIC: 

FORf~AT ION: 

STEPS and 
STYLING: 

MUSIC 4/4 

Measures 

A 1-4 

5-8 

A 1- 4 
(rptd) 
5-8 

Records: HMV 7EG 8665, Side I, Band I (45 rpm) Chord intro. 
f-II'~V BI0621 (78 rpm) 4 meas introduction 

Longways, for 3 cpls. A line/ of ~·1 facing a I ine of Itl, ptrs opp. ~1 L shou lder ' twd 
music. Cpls numbered I to 3 with 1st cpl nearest music. A new first cpl begins on 
every repet i tion. Hands hang freely at sides. 

S l ip Step (2 per meas): Same as S lideing Step* but with toes turned out a little. 

Skip Change of Step: Small hop (s.kip) on L (up beat of preceeding meas). Step fwd 
R (ct I). Close L behind R, L instep close to R heel (ct &). Step fwd R (ct 2). 
Next step starts with hop on R. Step may be used during Figure 8 and the Hey. If 
group is inexperienced, Skipping Step* may be substituted. Walk (2 per meas)*: A 
I ight easy step is used throughout dance unless otherwise specified. 

Cast Off: Indiv iduals turn outward, M to L, W to R (the long way) and walk down out­
s i de of own line to des i gnated p I ace, Cast off may be done as a cp I but not in 
this dance. 

Turn Single: A small circle done almost in place, usually with 4 walkin g steps • 

. ~ . 

Dance is gay and sprightly. Be sure to dance with the phrase of the music. Starting 
ft does not matter except when SI ipping L (L ft) or R (R ft). 

*Described i n volumes of Folk Dances from Near and Far, publ ished by Folk Dance Fed­
eration of California, Inc. 

PATTERN 

INTRODUCTION Acknow ledge ptr. 

I. TURN PARTNER AND CAST OFF 

1st cpl advance twd each other, JOin R hands (shaking-hand hold) and tur n once around 
CW with 8 walking steps. Hands are about shoulder high. 

1st cpl cast off (M to L, W to R) into 2nd place (go i ng behind dancers in 2nd place). 
2nd cpl move into 1st p lace. 

1st cpl jo in L hands and turn once around CCW. 

1st cpl cast off into 3rd place. 3rd cpl move into 2nd place. 

I I. SLIP LEFT AND RIGHT 

8 1-4 AI I jo in hands in a c i rc le, hands about shou lder height, elbows bent sl ightly. Circle 
L with 8 S lip Ste ps. 

5-8 Circle R with 8 SI ip Steps. 
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THE FANDANGO (continued) 

B 1-6 
( rptd) 

Cpls 2 and 3 drop hands and reform set. With inside hands joined, 1st cpl lead up the 
middle to top of the set, separate and cast off into 2nd place. 3rd cpl move down. 

7-8 1st cpl turn single, W to L, M to R. 

I I I. TWO HAND TURNS 

A 1-4 1st M go to 3rd W. 1st W go to 2nd M. Join 2 hands straight across and turn CW 3/4 
around (not quite a full turn). 

5-8 1st cpl join hands in ctr of set and turn CW 1-1/4 around. 

A 1-4 
(rptd) 
5-8 

B 1-8 

B 1-8 

1st M go to 2nd W, 1st W go to 3rd M. Jo i n 2 hands and turn CW 3/4 around. 

1s t cpl join hands in ctr of set and turn 1-1/2 around. M end on his side of set, 
facing the top. Wend on her side of set facing bottom. 

IV. FIGURE EIGHT 

1st M dance Figure 8 around 2nd cpl. 1st W dance Figure 8 aroun d 3rd cpl. Dance 
figure us i ng 8 Skip Change of Steps. Figure 8: Inactive cpls remain i n place. 1st M 
pass 2nd W by R shoulder, go around her moving CWo Dance betwee n 2nd cpl. Pass 2nd M 
by L shoulder, go around him mov ing CCW and finish In 2nd place. 1st W pass 3rd M by 
R shoulder, g6 around hi m moving CWo Dance between 3rd cpl. Pass 3rd W by L shoulder, 
to around her movin g CCW and finish in 2nd place. 

V. HEY FOR THREE 

1st M dance a Hey with 3rd cp I. 1st W dance a Hey with 2nd cp I. A Hey is actua I I Y a 



Figure of 8 with all persons moving. Use 8 Skip Change of Steps. 

~: AI I dancers active and action moves across the set as each dancer describes a 
Figure 8. 1st M and 3rd W pass L shoulders Urd M is momentarily inactive). 1st M 
loop CCW to face other two wh i Ie 3rd ItI and 3rd ~Il pass R shou I ders. 3rd W loop CW to 
face other two whi Ie 1st ~,1 and 3rd M pass L shoulders. 3rd M loop CCW whi Ie 1st M 
and 3rd W pass R shoulders. I.st ~~ loop CW to finish in 2nd place while 3rd Wand 3rd ~~ 
pass L shoulders. 1st M lead ptr to foot of set (3rd place) whi Ie 3rd W finish CCW 
loop to finish in 2nd place and 3rd M (after moving to own side of dance) finish CW 
loop to finish in 2nd place. 1st '1'/ begin by passing L shoulders with 2nd M. 1st W 
finish Hey by moving to 2nd placeso Ist )v1 may lead her by joined inside hands to foot 
of set. 2nd cpl finish Hey in 1st place. At this point, 2nd cpl now becomes 1st cpl, 
3rd cpl becomes 2nd cpl, and 1st cpl becomes 3rd cpl. 

Repeat dance tw i ce more, each cp lin tu rn becom I ng 1st cp I. 

NIBS AND JEAN MATTHEWS 
English Dance Specialists 
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